Primary Source: Excerpt from a Letter by Edward Winslow, 1621

Edward Winslow wrote these few lines in a letter to a friend in 1621. This letter
was printed in a book, Mourt’s Relation, in 1622. Winslow was at the harvest
celebration and is the only person we know who wrote about what happened.
This letter can be pretty hard to read. Sometimes the letter “s” looks like an “f.”

Also, people back then did not spell words as we do today!

NGLAND, &ec.

... ~3ourharveft being gotten inyeur Go=
vernour fent foure-men on fowling, that{fo we might after.
amore {peciall manner reivyce together, after we had ga-
thered the fruit of ourlabours ; they fourein eneday killed
as much fowle, a8 witha litcle helpe befide, ferved the Com.
pany almoft a weeke, ar which time among(t other Recrea-
tions, we exercifed our Armes, many of the Jzdians comin g
among(t vs, and amongfttherelt their greatelt King A24a-
Jert, with fome nintie men,whom for three dayes we enter-
tainedand fealted . and they went outandk lled fiue Deere,
which they brought to the Plantation and beftowed on our
Governour,andvpon the Captaine, and others. And al-
thoogh it be not alwayes fo plencifull, as it wasat this time
withvs, yet by the goodneltle of God, weare fo farre from
want, that we often wifh you partakers of our plentie, $7
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